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ATV Presentation District 3 

Oroville City Hall 

6pm 

June 28, 2017 

 

Special meeting for an ATV presentation opened at 6:00 pm, located at the Oroville City Hall. 

All three county commissioners in attendance, as well as County Engineer Josh Thompson, 

Director of Planning and Development Perry Huston, Planner 1 Lauren Davidson, and 

Administrative Secretary Rocky King.  

 

Perry Huston opened the meeting and explained to the crowd that the county was there 

presenting a draft proposal for WATV traffic, that it was not a public hearing or a review 

process. Commissioner Branch explained that it was a working map, and that they were the first 

workshop to see the draft map and have the option to offer input. Perry Huston stated that the 

plan was to take the map to one district at a time. The crowd introduced themselves, there were 

members of Oroville City Counsel, and the Mayor of Oroville present, there were members 

representing DNR attending, and a handful of citizens not representing any parties. 

 

Josh Thompson gave a quick overview on the legislature regarding ORV and WATV. He then 

moved on to explain the map colors.  

 Green: open to ORV January 2013 and now open to WATV 

 Dashed Red: open to ORV after January 2013, not WATV 

 Orange: roads where speed limits are 35 mph or less, proposed to open to ORV 

 Pink: Proposed to not open to ORV 

 Blue: Reducing speed limit to 35 mph to allow proposal to open to ORV 

Josh then explained the differences between an ORV and a WATV as well as the speed limits on 

county roads. Paved roads are 50 mph unless posted otherwise unpaved roads are 35 mph unless 

otherwise posted.  

 

A member of the audience asked about any enforcement actions regarding ORV or WATV. 

Commissioner Detro informed them that he has spoken with Okanogan County Sheriff Frank 

Rogers and was told that they don’t issue tickets or enforce ORV or WATV rules unless the 

person is doing something that is blatantly illegal. Commissioner Hover discussed with the 

audience the possibility of raising the fine for WATV & ORV violations. Commissioner Branch 

also offered that when there is more clarity to what is and is not allowed on an ORV or WATV 

that it will be easier for deputies to enforce. The audience asked about citations and issues 

involving WATV or ORV in the last 5 years. Commissioner Hover stated that in the last five 

years there have been approx. 30 issues involving WATV or ORV, and only 1 or 2 were 

citations.  

 

Josh Thompson zoomed in on the map to show the audience the connection segments that allow 

a constant route so ORV and WATV travelers aren’t on a small stretch of road illegal to gain 

access to a legal route. There was some discussion among the audience about opening up some 

of the Chesaw roads to allow access to Forest Service routes.  
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The DNR representatives were asked if they had any input. They responded that they are just 

observing for now. Their main issues stem from ORV and WATV going off road, they don’t 

have statistics readily available, but that they do enforce off road citations to ORV and WATVs 

found operating on roads that are closed to motorized traffic.  

 

Commissioner Detro informed the audience that they stopped the routes at Chopaka and in the 

Limebelt to deter riders from being out by the boarder or riding out by any wetlands. He also 

explained that WDFW helped form the proposal.  

 

There was a large amount of discussion regarding ORV and WATV riders coming down from 

Canada and the amount of tourism and the boosts to local economy. Commissioner Detro spoke 

of the tourism and monetary increase in the town of Loomis when there are organized WATV 

rides that folks are coming down from Canada for.  

 

Perry Huston asked the audience what they would like to see in regards to the WATV proposals. 

The audience responded that they would like links on the county’s webpage and possibly a flyer 

distinguishing the differences between an ORV and a WATV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notification List for WATV obtained at meeting  

 

 

Robert McKellar, WA State DNR 

Assistant Region Manager State Lands  

225 S Silke Rd 

Colville WA 99114 

 

Bill Johnson  

209 Greenacres Rd 

Riverside WA 98849 

 

Tony Koepke 

Po box 864 

Oroville WA 98844 


